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WESTERN MARYLAND COLLEGE HISTORIC DISTRICT Est. 1864
(Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places)

West Main Street Private
Westminster

The Western Maryland College Historic District includes six
of the college's earliest surviving buildings and structures:
Carroll Hall (1873), Little Baker Chapel (1875), The
President's House (1889), Levine Hall (1891), Ward Memorial
Arch (1898), and Alumni Hall (1899).

The College was established by the Maryland Annual Conference
of the Methodist Protestant Church in 1864. It is located on
a site known as '"0ld Commons,'" which had been a meeting and
picnicing area for the citizens of Westminster. The first
building, Old Main, was a brick and stone structure constructed
in 1866. It was added to in 1871, 1887, and 1890, and remained
the center for campus activities until it was demolished in
1956. The Wesleyan Theological Seminary was located at the
college during the mid-twentieth century.

The campus buildings within the historic district present an
excellent view of late nineteenth century public and residen-
tial architecture. Levine Hall is a brick structure with
Colonial Revival ornamentation and is the oldest college
classroom building still standing. Alumni Hall, with its

elaborate main facade and its gallaried auditorium, was
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designed by Jackson C. Gott of Baltimore and is architec-
turally the most prominent building on campus. Carroll

Hall was originally known as "Terrace Hill," the Victoric
Gothic style residence of the Reifsnider family, that has
performed various campus functions since its purchase by the
college in 1922. The President's House was built in 1889
for the residence of the college's president and, although
it has undergone various remodelings, it retains the outward

character of late 19th century residential architecture.

Little Baker Chapel is a stone structure built on a Greek-cross

plan that is unique to Carroll County's ecclesiastical archi-

tecture. The Ward Memorial Arch, relocated to its present

site in 1937, was built to honor the college's first president

Dr. James T. Ward and is one of the few examples of a major
public monument in the county. These buildings and their
setting of tree shaded grounds preserves a small portion of

the early campus and its history.
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CONDTON " CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
,EY.':.‘__,.F-\" __DETERIORATED X___UNAL"ERED yL.ORIG'NAL SITE
Xsoon __RUINS _ALTERED _MOovEn DATE
_~FAIR __UNEXPOSED
one structure moved in 1937
ETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [iF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Ma ry*and College Historic District, Westminster,
is si rn the confines of the present ons “Lwcvec -plus acre
colle ¢, comprises an area of abcu: three acres at i+
southeq The distirict ic bounded on =:e south side v
Union Town Pnce and West Main Street, on the southeas=* by Uniocn
Street, on the northeast by a line runninﬁ rnorthwest to southeast
praralleling th »res;dent's House and Litile laker Chapel, and on
the northeast by a line running northwest +o southwest and about 100
feet northwest of the rear of =he President's House to West Main
Street. Within thls area stand six of the collece’s earliest str-
viving buildings and structures: Alumns Hall, Carroll Hall, Zevine
Hall, The President's House, Lit+tle Daker Chapel, and the Ward
Memorzal Arch. ©Only the President’s House, Werd Memorial Arxrch, ard
Carroil Hall have their own semi-private settings. Alumni Zall,
Baker Chapel and Levine Hall occury sites c ase *o frecueq*.y
travelled streets. All buildincs, however, have tree shaded grounds
and are & short walking %*s*arce from one another.

Carroll Hall, a vi s“ally pleasing Victorian Gothic-style v1l1a

of rose co.ored nrick wi

th white trim, was bu;; in 1871 as a -rivate

resicdence. It is a one and one half story building with a high,

steepliy pitched gable roof

Centered on the principal {easz) facade

is a two story flat Yooch tower. The main enirance is located on
the tower heneat: a flat roofed pora™

decorated with Gothic tracery. Above the porch is a “wo over two
above that a wide szlatted facia bhelow the

the first floor lLevel of

Gothic arched w;ngow aﬁﬂ
tower roof. Tohe original

high gable was aooareqt-y

-

-

tower rocf was Drob1oly poerxed but its

7

removed some years ago. *,iﬁking the

towcr are four windows, two on each side, one con ecach floor le-ra

The second floor windlows

gabled. 2All

over two sagh
Sros

one story proiecting bay
window at the second floor
At theo rear of the 7 2

bpalconied wings

The Fresiden+t's Hous

rise above the corrnice of the roof
oz onincs have pointed Gothic arches and frame +two

Cn both ends of the building 3is a frame, three sided,
vindow on the

frame house w-ota a few Qu

one story addition o the
uar

story hipped roor efq sguas
) .“w\ t
tower.

Ches, Oone over one

D

o

n

N}

v o
{ e
O

=t floor lLevel, a dour
an? a small window within the gable.

stand a series of multi-cables and

d additions.

e, built in 1889, is a two story stone and

een Anne features. There s a more recent
southwest end. It is basically a two

e block with cabled proiections on all four

corner of the house I1s a three story, pyramid
s of the gstone first “loor level have bricz

ane sash and white painted louvered bl .nds.

somed, double leafed entrance don~ is situat~d near th

- the casz facade
boarcds and has
tack. UYNear
sresumably

. The second floor is of wnhitz painted .
w1ndows of six over six sash with louvered
the neak of the clipped cables ave small
used for venitillating the attic. Tre

continuation sheet No. 1)
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evel of the tower has multi naned and shuttered windows on
..
I8}

Levine Hall, buil+ in 1891, is a Colonial Revival styvle brick
building, rectancular in shape and with classical mo+ifs cdecorating
the windows, doors and pedimented cahbles. Initi Zly built as two
stories It was raised to three €11 floors in 1901.

Little Baker Chapel, cedicated in 1875, is a small building with
a central cctageonal swpace incorporateé in a Greek Cross plan. There
are some Richardsonian forms Present such as the massive semi-circular
Stone arches over the western entrance and other first floor openings.
At the entrance there s a double leafed cdocr with a semi-circular
stained glass transom above. A bulky, frarme, two story tower w.zh a
ryramic roof was later added to the roof of “he pediment over the
west entrance. On cach of the four exterior walls of the cnntral
octagonal space are large windows with rounded heads projectinc above
the cornice line and enclosed with wedimented gables. P?c*O**&L
scenes oI stained glass in these windows are the work of the Baltimore
firm of H. 7. Gernhard: and Co. and were installed in 1920.

The Ward Memorial Arch, a lccal internretation of Romanesaue

AN ¥ B [ ] -
archiivo .o oxn;n“‘nn a Richardzonian mfiuence, was bnils in 1898
at a location pxu\lmatc to the President’'s louvse and was relocaeted
on its »resent site in 1937, Tt is of heavy, rouch cut s*one wi =

arge stcne Voussoirs framing the semi-circular arch. .

Alumni necavse of its ma551ve size and bhasi ca"y Renaissance
Revival rchitecture, is op,bgps the best known of the six
structures recordad here. It has rusticatsd walls at the first flocr

—evel of the scuare front block and +he orincival ‘wes%) facac features
rusticated entrance bays and two story pilasters with Ionic capitals on
the Cpcond and third floor levels of the “wo ravillions flankinc the
curved central section. The central part of the ferade ‘s crowned oy
@ atiic story with circular at+ic windoews, garlands oné nilasters.

Cn the rear elevation is & lower, three story, semi-cireualar anse
with a low conical shaped roof.

The interior contains a larce calleried auditorium widel 3%
recognized for the excelloence of its accoustics, a theatre, work
sope and class roerms. The cdetailing of the ruditporivm empnloys a
clossical motif Threuchoui. Some 0f +he more wnterasting fe hures
include handsorme soained ¢lass windows on -he seccnad and *hird floor
levels of =he arvse.
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17)-17%9 LART _ENG?N?ER!NG _MusiC . TREATER

&1800-13539 COMMERCE L EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

Lorec0- _CONMUN!CATIONS _INDUSTRY ©__P0UTICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER ISPECIEY)

__INVENTION o

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Western Maryland College was established under the auspices of
the Ng“y*aﬂﬂ Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church and
chartered by an act of the Maryland Legislative in 1864. Cons’'deration
was first given o a site in the Baltimore Ciiy area but this was later
changed to its present site in Wesiminster.

The original eicht acre campus was acquired by the college's
state cppointed Board of Directors in 1864 utilizing private r»:nles. The
site, although nrivately owned, was one +that for many years was used
by the citizens of Westminsier as a meet:nc ané picnicing area.
Commonly referred to at *hat time as the "Olé Commona it was the scene
of annual fourth of - elebrations, political ral ys and d*r*ng
the Civil War was util: by the A+ v of the Potomac “o bivou troops
and for the placement of guns to procect the daily arrival of a"blilery
on the nearby wesctern Maryland railroad.

dormitories, was known as the Main szld‘nq Combining brick and stone,
a regicnally common buildinc material, I wag initially consitructed in
1866, added to in 1871, 1887, and 1890, and derolished in 1956. About
fourteen other hHuildincs were construacted on the elc~t acre ci*e between
Lth the exception of those incouded in +this

The first building to be consh:ructed, combining classrooms and

1866 and 1802; but wit
nominazion, all have been razed and cther Jui*d ngs erected on their
sites. The stiructures nominated an historic distric: are the oiies*
surviving architectural linkz with *he nineteenth century beginninc

C’

of the colle

Alumni Hall has served the college and communi=zy i- several ways

throuchout its -istory. Designed bv Jackson C. Goti of Baltimore, Alumni
Hall was completed in 1892 *o ‘uncilon as a hall for Commencement exer-
cises, rarcuetsg, and other social Tunctions such as a meetincg nlace for
the u*+er ry Sociezies. When Little Baker Cbapel became too small to
nold the crowing numbder of students, and previous o the crection of the
larger 3aker Memorial Chapel, Alumni Hall wac also =ed on Sundays for
re_¢quous serv.ces. Since then its SetV’CGS hav h

mator perform:

s
e

g center on campus, offerinc *wo st
a

a) c
auditorium and 2 smaller, more initmate area known as "understage.'
These axe usaed the Dramatic Art Deparimon®: anéd the Music Demariment.
Alumni Hall i cepticnally valuable for this purpose as the building
is accous=tical excellent and so designed *o ensure an almost perfec:
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view of the stage from virtually every sea®:. Alumni ¥Yall alsc houses

the ent_~e Drama*tic Ar%t Devariment, D*ov*d4ng offices for professors

and classrooms and stace areas for students.

Alumni Hall is no%t only important to the college but +o *the surround-

ing community as well. It served as the major auvditorium for Westminster
from 1899 to 1971 when the Jes*minster Hich acnoo; waeg =uilif, which
included an auvcditorium with a larcer cavacity (1,600 compared to $70).
But Alumn:i Hall continues to serve the community even now as almost

all of the productions given by the Dramatic Art and Music Derartments

are open *o the v2blic,

s »

Levine HEall is the oldestcollege classroom building s+ill st
dating back to 182X, It wasg %the gift of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Bil
in memo*v of their son, Lev' ne B’ll;ng ez. It was orwc;na“*y bu

the Preparatory School. As a Preparatory ochoo_, the building contained
sleeping rooms for the male Stgdeq,a, recitation rooms, the library, and

the principal'’s offlice. In 18%8%, Levine Hall was enl a*gOd to provide
classroom soace, and, in 1801, a third floor was adcded, Levine Hall

u*reﬂt*y houvses the Music Department, oroviding classrooms, studios, :
practice rocms, a recltal hall, and =he Doria V“s_c Library. ‘

to house the Primary Derariment of the college and was later used for

]

ot

Little Baker" Chapel, so called to distinguish it from the later -
built and larger BaXer Memorial Chapel, was dedicated %o the college !
in 18935 as a gift from a trustee of the college, Mr. William G. Beker.

Mxr. Baxer deonated the Chape’ as a thanks offering %o God for the

restoration of the health of hig son. Or“o*n.lly “he Chapel was used

for Sunday School and fun an evening services, but in 1932 the Suncay X

service was moved to Alumni Hall because the ”Haoel couvlid no longer ‘

contain the number of veopln attending. Since t™en the Chavel, wixh

a seating capacity of 257, has provided an - im-te settine for weddings, :

christenings, and funerals. The Chapel is also used for weekly religious :

ourposes intenced {or smaller gather ngs, including weekly _ommunion

services. '
When built, Little Baker did no* include the stained class Wirﬁows

it now displays. They were added in 1220 by Mr. BakXer =nd his broiner,

Daniel. Created by ¥. T. Cernhardt and Co. of Baliimore, *they anl:ae

"The aAnnunciation" (aft r»r EHoffman), “The Mad:nr - and Child" (Ra ~ael), ‘

"The Licht of the World"” (Hunt}), an? "Christ in the Temple" (Hoi man), :

as well as several smaller, abstract ones. Later additions to tha Chapel :

inclucde an altar palinting done by Fannie Thommson in 1903.

[vg

{Ser continuatic:: sheet No. 2
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The President's House wag builL in 1889 as a gift from the Baker
brothers oI Buckeystown, Maryland ané has noused five consecutive
college ornsi“eﬂts andg *He_ﬁ families. The presence of the President's
Eouse on campus is a dying tradltion in many colleces, but it has allowed

M

for a clos=2r contact be veen the presicdents and the ctudent/Jacult
hodlng *hr oughout the years The “resident's Eouse also serves as a
center for wvarious social functions involving students, faculiy,
trustees, anc members of the surrounding communiiy.

The Victorian Gothic Carroll Eall, built in 12871, was the former
home of the Jchn L. Reifsnider, 3r. family and was purchase ed by
wWestern Marvliand College in 1922. It was transformed into the Gray
Gables Inn, which became a popular gat-z2rinc place for s:iudents and
vigiters of the college. It was later used as “he Westera Maryland
Collece Administration 3Building, and it now houses the Education

o+
Department and serves as a center for the craduate progranm.

Ward Memorial Arch was bui in 1898 in honor of Dr. James
T, Warc, the first vpresident o‘ Western Maryland Tollege. It was
a gift from his niece, Ulie Normen: Hurley. The arch originally
stood at the =2ntrance of College Drive between the P*esidentfs House
and McDaniel Hall., 3Because ca>- had &iffi ﬁﬂ‘*y navigating its narrow
openinc, Lt was relocated at the far southern point of +the campus -
{(Main and VYnion Streets! in 18937,
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